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OUTLINE

• The contingency system as the context

• The perspective of social work 

• Challenges ahead

• Summary

• No clear picture

• An evolving area and work in progress 
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KEY ASPECTS

• Whole of society approach

• The objective; to prevent, respond and recover

• All-hazards plus approach

• Three principle

– responsibility 

– similarity

– proximity
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KEY ASPECTS - REGIONAL 

LEVEL

• The County Administrative Boards

– responsible for coordinating civil emergency planning 
activities, such as exercises, risk and vulnerability 
analyses, and acting as a clearing house between public 
and private partners within their geographic area (SFS 
2006:942) 

– contingency plans in place to handle situations before, 
during and after an emergency

– provide support and supervise the municipalities

– coordinate the relevant measures with relevant actors 
(including private sector) at local and regional and provide 
support in order to maintain the level of responsibility 
during crisis. 



KEY ASPECTS – LOCAL LEVEL

• The municipalities

– conduct risk- and vulnerability analysis

– make contingency plans and be prepared

– responsibility for their geographic area (coordinate)

– education and exercises 

– report 



THE MUNICIPALITIES' PERSPECTIVE

Crisis

Everyday accidents

Building society
Safety and security

Social services

Civil Protection Act

Act of 

Municipalities

Social Services Act

Act on extraordinary 

incidents 



THE LEGAL CONTEXT

• National

• Regional

• Local Governments instruction to 
SCCA/MSB to coordinate the 

whole of society approach

Ordinance 2006:942 on Crisis 
preparedness.

Governmental authorities at 
national and regional level

Act (2006:544) on measures to be 
taken by municipalities and county 

council in preparedness for and 
during extraordinary incidents 
during peacetime and periods of 

heightened alert 



THE ROLE OF SOCIAL 

SERVICES

• ambiguous picture 

• included / excluded

• R&V analysis

• psycho-social support and 

individual crisis management 

• case management tradition

• structurally orientated 

• being well informed of 

living conditions

• active part in planning of 

society. 

• challenges

• diversification of service 

providers

• de-institutionalisation



THE ROLE OF SOCIAL 

SERVICES

• an evolving process

• at the agenda

• SALAR

• The Board of 
Health and 
Welfare

• The Social 
Ministry

• MSB
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