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The Nordic Welfare Watch

• 1.The Nordic Welfare Watch - in response to 
crisis

• 2. Welfare consequences of financial crises

• 3. Nordic welfare indicators

• http://eng.velferdarraduneyti.is/nordicwelfare
watch/about/
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What/how?

1) Examine emergency response plans amongst the 
Nordic states focusing on the role of social services 
(2014-2015) 
2)  Evaluate the activities of the Icelandic Welfare 

Watch (2014-2015)
3) Map the known the risks that the Nordic 

welfare system could face in coming years (2015-
2016)
4) Evaluate if there is a need for a Nordic welfare 
watch (2016)
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Who?
• Directed by GBE + stearing 

committee, leading scholars; 
Björn Hvinden NOVA, Tapio 
Salonen/Carin Björngren 
Cuadra, Malmö University, 
Rasmus Dahlberg, KOPE 
Copenhagen University and 
Merja Rapeli Ministry 

• of Social Affairs and Health   

• + Project manager, Ingibjörg 
Lilja Ómarsdóttirit
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+Country based advisory groups, 5-
7 experts in the field of civil 
defence and social services 
• The Danish advisory board

• Tine Rostgaard. Professor, Aalborg University.

• Nanna Grave Poulsen. Consultant, Pre-Hospital 
Services, Capital Region.

• Inge Mønster-Kjær. Post doc, Copenhagen Business 
School.

• Annlize Troest. Managing doctor at the Danish 
Health and Medicines Authority.

• Ziga Friberg. Project manager, Danish Red Cross.
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• The Finnish advisory board
• Elina Aaltio. Project researcher, The Association of 

Local and Regional Governments.
• Anna Cantell-Forsbom. Service Manager, Psychosocial 

Services, City of Vantaa, Health and Social Welfare.
• Henna Haravuori. Researcher, The Institute for Health 

and Welfare.
• Kati Närhi. Professor, University of Jyväskylä.
• Tarja Wiikinkoski. Head of Rescue and Preparedness 

Department, Regional State Administrative Agency, 
Western and Inland Finland.

• Juho Saari. Professor, University of Eastern Finland.
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• The Icelandic advisory board
• Guðrún Jóhannesdóttir. Project Manager, 

Mitigation, the Civil Protection Department.
• Kristján Sturluson. Director of Administration, 

Hafnarfjörður municipality.
• Ragnheiður Hergeirsdóttir. Director, 

Directorate of Labour in South Iceland.
• Stefán Eiríksson. Executive Director, 

Department of Welfare, City of Reykjavík.
• Gyða Hjartardóttir. Specialist in Social 

Services, Icelandic Association of Local 
Authorities.
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• The Norwegian advisory board
• Atle Dyregrov. Head of professional issues, Center for 

Crisis Psychology.
• Oddrun Sæter. Professor/Head of research, The Urban 

Research Program Oslo and Akershus University College.
• Per Lægreid. Professor of political science, University of 

Bergen.
• Arnfinn Andersen. Research Director, Norwegian 

Centre for Violence and Traumatic Stress Studies.
• Hans Stifoss-Hanssen. Professor, Centre for diakonia

and professional practice, Diakonhjemmet university 
college.
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• The Swedish advisory board
• Per-Olof Hallin. Professor, Malmö University.
• Carin Björngren Cuadra. Docent, Malmö University.
• Erna Danielsson. Docent, Mid Sweden University.
• Bengt Sundelius. Professor, Uppsala University, and 

consultant at the Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency.
• Ann Enander. Docent, Swedish Defence University.
• Johanna Sandwall. Head of emergency 

preparedness, The National Board of Health and 
Welfare.

• Markus Planmo. Administrator, Swedish Local 
Authorities and Regions.
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• Call for Abstracts 
• 14 April 2015 - 30 September 2015 

• RC 39 Local Social Services in Times of 
Disasters and Crisis

• Session Organizer(s)
• Carin BJORNGREN-CUADRA, University of Lund Sweden, 
• Gudny Björk EYDAL, University of Iceland
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NORDRESS

Task 6.2: The Nordic welfare system

Cases of best practices, one from each country, 
of how municipalities can enhance resilience of 
the local community and the inhabitants will be 
examined and compared

2016-2018
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